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In Sabina’s Shoes
W alking in the footsteps o f  a Kenyan w om an  
w hose life is dom inated by the  desperate need 
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Muruny Miracle
H o w  passion, persistence, professionalism , and 
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F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T

God In Us
B Y  R I C H  S T E A R N S

I
 w ill a d m it i t  w a sn ’t  th e  m o s t 

ro m a n tic  da te . B u t th a t 
sunny  a fte rn o o n  in 1974 w as 
d e fin ite ly  m e m o ra b le  fo r  m e 
and Rene6.

I w as ju s t 23 and a b rand- 
new  C h ris tia n . Renee and I w ere  in 
O ceanside , Calif., w here  she g rew  up, 
n o t fa r fro m  C am p P end le ton . W hen  w e 
heard th a t Dr. B illy  G raham  had agreed 
to  co m e  to  th e  base to  speak to  the  
M arines , w e c o u ld n ’t  pass i t  up. W h a t I 
w itnessed  th a t day w as one  o f  m y f irs t 
g lim p se s  in to  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l pow e r o f  
G od  w o rk in g  th ro u g h  a life  su rrendered  
to  h im .

A t C am p P end le ton , w e  sa t in  an 
a m p h ith e a te r a m o n g  several hund red  
peop le . In th e  ro w  in f ro n t o f  us w ere  
th re e  y o u n g  M arines , no  o ld e r th a n  21 
o r  22. As th e  even t began w ith  m u s ic  
and  te s tim o n ie s , th e y  jo ke d  and sn ick ­
ered. It w as o b v io u s  th a t they  had been 
c o m m a n d e d  to  a tte n d . W e w ere  irr ita te d  by th e ir  rudeness.

Then  B illy  G raham  g o t up  to  speak. I c a n n o t re m e m b e r 
w h a t he said, b u t d u r in g  h is m essage, th e  th re e  yo u n g  m en 
g radua lly  began to  q u ie t d o w n . O n e  h u n g  h is  head, a n o th e r 
p u t h is  head in  h is  hands, and  th e  o th e r s a t sto ica lly . B illy  
gave h is p re d ic ta b le  in v ita t io n  a t th e  end , ask ing  all w h o  w ere 
w ill in g  to  co m e  fo rw a rd  and c o m m it th e ir  lives to  C hris t.
M any  began to  w o rk  th e ir  w ay do w n  th e  b leacher steps.

W e saw  tea rs  ru n n in g  d ow n  th e  face o f  one  o f  th e  M arines  
in fro n t o f  us. H e  s to o d  and  le ft h is budd ies  to  go  fo rw a rd . 
Then th e  second  s to o d  and fo llo w e d , leav ing  ju s t one  s till s it ­
tin g . M o re  tea rs  appeared  on  th is  las t y o u n g  m a n ’s face as he 
w res tled  w ith  h is  d e c is io n . Finally, a lm o s t a t th e  very end o f  
th e  call, he to o  w e n t fo rw a rd .

Rene6 and I w e re  s tu n n e d . These th re e  had n o t co m e  th a t 
day th in k in g  th e ir  lives w o u ld  change— no, they  cam e to  poke 
fu n  and to  r id icu le . B u t th e y  had n o t c o u n te d  on  th e  pow er 
o f  th e  gospe l m essage o f  fo rg iveness  and re d e m p tio n . In th e  
end, they  co u ld  n o t re s is t it.

Rich an d  R enee m e e t w ith  B illy G ra h a m .

T h irty -s ix  years later, Rene6 and I 
had th e  p ro fo u n d  h o n o r to  m eet w ith  
Dr. G raham  on th e  occas ion  o f  the  Billy 
G raham  E vange lis tic  A ss o c ia tio n ’s 6 0 th  
ann iversary  las t N ovem ber. A t 92, he 
is fra il, m o s tly  deaf, and pa rtly  b lind , 
and h is th u n d e r in g  vo ice  is n o w  w eak 
and raspy, b u t he rem a ins  a g ia n t o f  the  
fa ith — th e  m an w h o  advised io  p res i­
den ts  and coun tless  w o rld  leaders, the  
evange lis t w h o  preached th e  good  news 
o f  Jesus C h ris t to  m o re  peop le  th a n  any­
one  in  h is tory, th e  to w e r in g  fig u re  w ho  
d o m in a te d  th e  la tte r h a lf o f  th e  2 0 th  
cen tu ry  as one  o f  th e  m o s t ad m ire d  m en 
in th e  w o rld .

Dr. G raham  w o u ld  say he d o e sn ’t 
deserve such p ra ise o r  re co g n itio n . 
U n like  m o s t figu res  o f  p u b lic  a d u la tion , 
he has always asserted th a t it  was G od 

w h o  was th e  pow er beh ind  all o f  th e  a m az ing  events and o u t­
com es th a t charac te rized  h is life ’s w ork .

A nd  I agree. It  w as n o t he w h o  o rches tra ted  th o s e  great 
events; it  w as n o t he w h o  led m illio n s  to  th e  cross; i t  was 
n o t th e  17-year-old fa rm  boy w h o  h im s e lf had co m e  fo rw a rd  
to  answ er a s im ila r  ca ll in 1934. It w as G od  w o rk in g  th ro u g h  
h im . It  w as G od . T h is  sam e G od  was th e  pow er beh ind  
M o se s ’ s ta ff, D a v id ’s s ling , and Paul’s pen. H e  is th e  sam e 
G od  w h o  has a lso  p ro m ise d  to  use all w h o  are w illin g  to  lay 
do w n  th e ir  lives fo r  h im .

B illy  G raham  dared  to  take G od up  on  his am az ing  o ffe r—  
and th e n  he sp e n t th e  next six decades s p end ing  h im s e lf in 
serv ice to  th e  O n e  w h o  pa id  such a h igh  ransom  fo r  h im . M y 
prayer is th a t G od w ill f in d  a few  m o re  m en and w o m e n  w ith  
th e  sam e w ill in g  heart. •

T B fc ich  a t w w w .fe ce b o o k .c o m /R ich a rd S te arn s .W V U S .

“Remember your leaders, 
who spoke the word o f God 

to you. Consider the out­
come o f their way o f life and 

imitate their fa ith”
- H E B R E W S  13:7

W O R L D  V I S I O N  • P A G E  0 4  • S P R I N G  2 0 1 1

http://www.fecebook.com/RichardStearns.WVUS


N E W S  A N D  N O T E S  A B O U T  T H E  W O R K  O F  W O R L D  V I S I O N  A R O U N D  T H E  G L O B E

F R O N T L I N E S
C o m p i l e d  by J a m e s  A d d i s

Nobody appreciates food m o re  th a n  a hung ry  ch ild . 
N obody  apprecia tes peace m o re  than  a ch ild  g ro w in g  up 
in  a w a r zone. Here in no rthe rn  Sri Lanka, ch ild ren  re turn  
to  a W orld  V is ion  te m p o ra ry  learn ing  she lte r to  resum e les­
sons and en joy  a free m eal at lu n ch tim e . To get there, they 
w a lk  past heavily she lled houses and cross fie lds th a t once 
roared w ith  th e  sound  o f  artille ry  fire  and m u lti-ba rre l rocket 
launchers. For m o re  than  25 years, the  Sri Lankan govern ­
m ent fo u g h t rebel Tam il Tigers. These ch ild ren  have known

n o th in g  b u t w a r o r  the  fl ig h t fro m  war. B ut today, there  is 
peace. The  m onso o n  rains have tu rned  the  b lood-sta ined 
fie lds  lush and green. A ll th a t can be heard is the  tw ee ting  
o f  b irds. In  th e  live ly shelter, co lo rfu l c h ild ren ’s pa in tings  
are p inned  to  the  w alls . A nd perhaps in  the  innocence  o f  
these ch ild ren , a g lim m e r o f  hope em erges th a t one day, 
all over the  w o rld , swords w ill be beaten in to  plow shares, 
spears in to  p ru n in g  hooks, and people  w ill learn the  a rt o f  
w a r no  m ore . •
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HAITI I CHOLERA CRISIS
An outbreak o f  cholera in several regions in H aiti late last year 

prom pted World Vision to conduct extensive health awareness 

cam paigns, chlorinate water sources, disinfect sanitation facilities, 

and distribute water-treatm ent tablets and soap. Activities also 

included the establishment o f  Cholera Treatment Units in camps 

fo r those displaced by the massive earthquake in January 2010.

a b o u t W orld  V is io n 's  w o rk  in  H a iti at 
w w w .w o rld v is io n .o rg /h a itiu p d a te .

INDONESIA I VOLCANO BLOWS
W orld  V is io n  sen t a re lie f 
te a m  fo llo w in g  th e  O c to b e r 
v o lca n ic  e ru p tio n  o f  M o u n t 
M e rap i in  Java and d is tr ib u te d
15,000 b re a th in g  m asks to  
fa m ilie s  in evacua tion  centers. 
Less th a n  24  h ou rs  earlier, 
W o rld  V is io n  responded  to  a 
7.2 earthquake  on  th e  is land  
o f  M en taw a i, W est S um atra , 
w h ich  un leashed ts u n a m i 
waves and k illed  m o re  than  
100  people .

Proportion o f  urban 
populations living in slums.

62%
1. S u b -S a h a ra n  A fr ic a

30%
2 . A s ia

24%
3. O c e a n ia

24%
4 . L a tin  A m e r ic a  

a n d  C a r ib b e a n

13%
5. N o r th e rn  A fr ic a

S O U R C E : M D G  R E P O R T 2 0 1 0

H A I T I  
ONE-YEAR  

U PDATE

A  y e a r  a f te r  o n e  o f  th e  

w o r s t  e a r th q u a k e s  in  

h u m a n  h is to ry ,  w h a t ’ s n e x t 

f o r  H a it i?  T h e  S u m m e r  

is s u e  o f  World Vision 
m a g a z in e  w i l l  p ro v id e  an  

in -d e p th  lo o k  a t p ro g re s s  

f o l lo w in g  th e  q u a k e , 

c h a lle n g e s  a h e a d , a n d  

h o p e  f o r  th e  fu tu re .

PHILIPPINES I TYPHOON TRIAL
S uper Typhoon M eg i lashed 
n o rth e rn  p rov inces in O c to b e r 
w ith  d r iv in g  ra in  and w in d s  
exceed ing  140 m ph . The 
ty p h o o n  destroyed bridges, 
b locked roads, and rendered 
hund reds  hom eless. W orld  
V is io n  d is tr ib u te d  fo o d , 
b o ttle d  water, and c lo th in g  to  
d isp laced  fam ilies .

UNITED STATES I SHOE BONANZA
W orld  V is ion  launched a new 
p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith  T O M S  Shoes 
to  p rov ide  th ousands  o f  pairs 
o f  new  shoes to  ch ild ren  in 
deve lop ing  coun tries . W ith
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every p a ir purchased, T O M S  
gives a new  p a ir o f  shoes 
to  a ch ild  in need. The new  
shoes w ill he lp  c h ild ren  w a lk  
to  schoo l and  p ro te c t th e ir  
fe e t fro m  in ju ry  and in fec tion . 
S ince its  fo u n d in g  in 2 0 0 6 , 
T O M S  Shoes has g iven away 
m o re  th a n  l  m illio n  pairs o f  
new  shoes.

ZIMBABWE I WATER WORKS
A t leas t 4 5 0 ,0 0 0  househo lds  
a t r isk  fo r  cho le ra  in Bulawayo 
w ill b e n e fit fro m  a W orld  
V is io n  w a te r and sewage 
p ro jec t. T he  p ro jec t, th e  firs t 
o f  its  k ind  in Z im b a b w e , w ill 
re h a b ilita te  sewage and w a te r 
re tic u la tio n  sys tem s th a t are 
on  th e  verge o f  co llapse  in 
h ig h -d e n s ity  re s iden tia l areas.

ETHIOPIA I FARM RECOVERY
Torrentia l ra in in A ugus t and 
Septem ber sparked flood ing  
in several northern  regions, 
d isp lac ing  m ore  than  25,000 
people and causing extensive 
dam age to  crops. In add ition  to  
supp ly ing  surv ivors w ith  b lan­
kets, s leeping m ats, m osqu ito  
nets, and m edic ine, W orld 
V is ion  supp lied  seeds to  m ore  
than  65 ,000  people to  help 
restart agricu ltu ra l p roduction .

Countries with the highest
percentage o f  population wia

no access to clean water.

S o m a lia 7 0 %

E th io p ia * 6 2 %

P a p u a  N e w  G u in e a *  6 0 %

M a d a g a s c a r 5 9 %

E q u a to r ia l G u in e a 57%
D .R . C o n g o * 54%
M o z a m b iq u e * 53%
N ig e r * 5 2 %

A fg h a n is ta n * 5 2 %

M a u r i ta n ia * 51%

S ie r ra  L e o n e * 51%

*  Indicates where World
Vision is working to
alleviate poverty.

S O U R C E : W O R L D  H E A L T H  
O R G A N IZ A T IO N

SOUTH AFRICA I LAUSANNE 
CONGRESS
Several W orld  V is io n  speak­
ers addressed  poverty  and 
ju s tic e  issues a t th e  T h ird  
Lausanne Congress on  W orld  
E vange liza tion , a ga th e rin g  
o f  m o re  th a n  4 ,0 0 0  C h ris tian  
leaders in Cape Town in 
O ctober. W orld  V is io n  U.S. 
p re s id e n t and a u th o r o f  The 
Hole in  O u r Cospel, R ichard 
S tearns, w h o  spoke a t one  
o f  th e  sessions, sa id he fe lt 
a hu n g e r to  m ove  beyond 
evange lism . “ I feel a g ro w in g  
sense o f  consensus  th a t the  
ch u rch  m u s t respond  to  the  
w o rld 's  p ro b le m s  to  be re l­
evan t and v ita l,"  he said.

ROMANIA I ENOUGH GARBAGE
M o re  th a n  8 0 0  s tu d e n ts  
across D o lj C oun ty  to o k  pa rt 
in  a ca m p a ig n  to  clean up  the  
e n tire  c o u n try  in  a s ing le  day. 
W o rld  V is io n  m o b ilize d  the  
s tu d e n ts  and s u p p o rte d  th e m  
w ith  w o rk  g loves and trash  
bags. A lto g e th e r 150 ,000  
vo lu n te e rs  co llected  187,000 
bags o f  garbage.

WEST BANK I PEACE PRIZE
The  annua l W o rld  V is ion  
In te rn a tio n a l P eacebu ild ing  
A w ard  w as presen ted  to  th e  
W i'a m  P alestin ian  C o n flic t 
R eso lu tion  Center, w h ich  
he lps se ttle  d isp u te s  w ith in  
th e  P a lestin ian  c o m m u ­
n ity  u s in g  tra d it io n a l A rab  
approaches to  c o n flic t reso lu ­
t io n . M a tth e w  S cott, W orld  
V is io n 's  pe a ce bu ild in g  d irec ­
to r, sa id , “ W e are h u m b le d  
th a t w e  can h e lp  sh ine  a lig h t 
on  th e ir  cou rageous  w o rk .”

LAOS I HOMES SUBMERGED
M o re  th a n  2 5 0 ,0 0 0  people  
w ere  a ffected by f lo o d in g  in 
sou the rn  p rovinces, w h ich  
subm erged  houses and rice 
fie lds . The  flo o d in g  fo llo w e d  
weeks o f  heavy ra ins d u r in g  
O ctober. W orld  V is io n  d is tr ib ­
u ted  fo o d , d r in k in g  water, and 
b lanke ts  to  m o re  th a n  8 ,0 0 0  
peop le  in  h a rd -h it v illages. •

ON THE GROUND
Theodore Sam  is a W orld  
Vision com m unica tions  
officer in India.

Sulochana’s m other died o f  A IDS when Sulochana was 
just 15. From then on, Sulochana took care o f  her brother 
and tw o sisters. H er m other was a Devadasi, which m eans  
“fem ale servant o f  god.” In reality, a Devadasi is a tem ple  
prostitute. Staring into Sulochana’s eyes, I thought about 
m y own mother, a missionary for m ore than 35 years. It ’s 
strange that Sulochana’s m other and my m other were  
both called “servants o f  Cod" and yet one was respected, 
the  other exploited. I strongly believe I have been blessed 
because my parents were doing C o d ’s work. It was not so 
for Sulochana. But despite all odds, Sulochana stands tall, 
brave, and confident. W hat a great inspiration. •

W O U L D  V I S I O N  • P A G E  0 7  • S P R I N G  2 0 1 1



FILMMAKER'S JOURNEY
Michael Landon Jr. makes a life-changing film.

W hen Michael Landon Jr. decided to  fo llo w  his fa th e r’s foo ts teps 
in to  th e  e n te rta in m e n t business, he had som e  b ig  shoes to  fill. 
S ta rring  roles in TV  series such as “ L ittle  H ouse  on th e  P ra irie”  
m ade  th e  e lder Landon a househo ld  nam e. B ut M ichae l ju n io r  
has tu rn e d  o u t to  be a f i t t in g  h e ir as a w rite r, producer, and d irec­
tor. H e has d irected  m o re  than  10 film s , in c lu d in g  “The Velveteen 
R abbit,”  “ Saving Sarah Cain,”  and “ Love C om es Softly.”

A m o n g  his m o s t recent p ro d u c tio n s  is “ Jamaa,”  m ade fo r  
W orld  V is ion  to  p resent in churches. M ichael says he hopes it

w ill insp ire  thousands to  sponsor ch ild ren. 
“ In the  fi lm  business, m o s t o f  o u r efforts 
are fo r  e n te rta in m e n t purposes," he says. 
“ The idea th a t w e w ill be en te rta in ing  and 
a t the  sam e t im e  lite ra lly  chang ing  lives 
becam e a passion .”

The film , set in Uganda, te lls  the  d ra ­
m a tized  s to ry  o f  tw o  orphans left to  fend 
fo r  them selves fo llo w in g  the  death o f  
th e ir  m o th e r to  A IDS-related illness. The 
ch ild ren  h o n o r th e ir  m o th e r by seeking her 
buria l in her hom e tow n  o f  Kasangombe, 
d ragg ing  her body the re  in a m akesh ift 
casket fro m  the  cap ita l, Kam pala. O nce 
there  they seek help fro m  th e ir  extended 
fa m ily  b u t are considered a burden by th e ir 
unc le  and are s tigm atized  by th e ir  associa­
tio n  w ith  A IDS. The story firs t appeared in 
a 2 0 0 6  artic le  in W orld Vision magazine.

M a k in g  the  fi lm  on loca tion  in Uganda 
posed som e challenges, especially the  
early scenes in th e  Kam pala s lum s. “You 
can n o t believe th a t peop le  have to  exist 
in these  co n d itio n s— the  brokenness o f  
people, the  dust, the  refuse, and the  open 
sewage lines ,”  says M ichael. “ You fin ish  
up  yo u r day, go back to  you r hote l room , 
and ju s t w eep.”

H e  explains th a t ja m a a  is th e  Swahili 
w o rd  fo r  “ fam ily ." “ The m ean ing  behind 
th is  f i lm  is to  he lp  people understand  th a t 
the re  are o thers  o u t there  th a t need o u r 
he lp ,”  M ichael says. “ We need to  look  at 
th e m  and cons ide r th e m  as part o f  o u r 
fa m ily— to  give ch ild ren  a chance a t life 
[they] w o u ld  o the rw ise  n o t have.”  •

a b o u t  h o s t in g  th e  
Jo u rn e y  to  Ja m a a e x p e rie n ce  a t y o u r  
c h u rc h  a t w w w .w o rld v is io n .o rg /ja m a a .

See a lo n g e r  v e rs io n  o f  
th is  s to ry  a n d  w a tc h  th e  “ J a m a a " t ra i le r  
a n d  an  in te rv ie w  w ith  M ic h a e l L a n d o n  Jr. 
a t  w w w .w o rld v is io n m ag az in e .o rg .
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CHANGE AGENT
1 NAME 1 Ryan M e lche r | HOME | F ront Royal, Va. 

|OCCUPATION] G raph ic  D esigner 

I PROGRAM | C h ild ren  o f  W ar/C h ild  Tra ffick ing

o

THE BUZZ

W hen Ryan Melcher saw  th e  docum en ta ry  
“ Inv is ib le  C h ild re n ”  a few  years ago, he was shaken 
to  learn o f  U gandan ch ild ren  forced to  becom e 
so ld ie rs  and sex slaves fo r  a rebel army. A t the  
tim e , personal setbacks had caused Ryan to  reach 
th e  low est p o in t in h is life, b u t he concluded  th a t 
h is  p ro b le m s  were p ifflin g  com pared  to  those  o f  
ch ild ren  in c o n flic t and sexual slavery. Ryan decided 
to  c lim b  a m o u n ta in  in every inhab ited  c o n tin e n t to  
raise m oney and awareness fo r  W orld  V is io n ’s p ro ­
g ram s fo r  hu m a n  tra ffic k in g  surv ivors . H e  c lim bed  
h is f irs t m o u n ta in  fo r  th e  pro ject, M t. K ilim an ja ro  in 
Tanzania, in  S eptem ber 2010. •

In  m y opinion, w hat is being done to these 
children is the worst thing one human being 
can do to another human being. I t ’s not only 
degrading fo r  an instant—it can be degrading 
fo r  years and years.

- R Y A N  M E L C H E R

j  Ryan's fundraising effort at 
WWW.Rrstgiving .co m /ry  a n m elc h er 0 1.

*
TOP PICKS 
FOR KIDS

$I

WHEN DO WE EAT?
A teacher's guide to help 

children in grades 1-3 

understand the causes 

of world hunger and 

how they can make 

a difference. 

WORLDVISIONRESOURCES.COM

TWAS THE NIGHT 
BEFORE EASTER

VeggieTales' new Easter 

DVD, released on March 

5, provides a lesson in 

helping others, inspired 

by World Vision's work 

around the globe. 

BIGI0EA.COM

t v i y
HEART FOR 

HEART DOLLS
Playmates Toys' line of 

multicultural dolls helps 

young girls understand 

the value of giving.

A portion of the sales 

benofits World Vision. 

TARGET.COM •

LIFE-GIVING LEGACY
Concerned about w h a t w ill happen to  y o u r s p o n ­
sored  ch ild  w hen  you are gone? S im p le  ways you 
can c o n tin u e  to  ass is t y o u r sponso red  ch ild , and 
m any o the rs , beyond y o u r life tim e :

»  Leave a bequest to  W orld  V is io n  in  y o u r w ill 
o r  tru s t.

»  D esigna te  W orld  V is io n  as a benefic ia ry  o f  
y o u r re tire m e n t assets.

»  M ake W orld  V is io n  a benefic ia ry  o f  y o u r life  
insu rance  policy. •

a n d  s a m p le
b e q u e s t la n g u a g e , ca ll (8 0 0 )  426-5753 o r  
e -m a il g if tp la n n in g @ lw o r td v is io n .o rg .

VISITORS CENTER
This interactive center at W orld  V is ion 's  Federal 
Way, W ash., headquarters takes v is ito rs  o f  all ages 
o n  a jou rney  th ro u g h  W orld  V is io n ’s early years in 
Korea to  the  w o rldw ide  m in is try  today. C om pe lling  
d isplays, s tu n n in g  pho tos, and aud io  and v ideo  pre­
sen ta tions  show  how  hope is be ing restored a round 
the  g lobe. The center is open M onday th rough  
Friday, 9 a .m . to  4  p .m .; gu ided  to u rs  are available. 
For m o re  in fo rm a tio n , call (888) 852-4453. •

CAPITOL BRIEF
Developments in Washington, D.C., affecting 
World Vision's work.

W hat is it? The P res identia l Policy D irec tive  on  
G loba l D eve lopm en t, unve iled  by P res iden t Barack 
O bam a  in S eptem ber 2010.

W hy is it important? I t ’s th e  firs t d ire c tive  to  recog­
n ize  in te rn a tio n a l d e ve lo p m e n t as a s tra teg ic  goal 
o f  U.S. fo re ign  policy. M ee tings  o f  th e  N a tiona l 
Security  C ouncil w ill now  ro u tin e ly  in c lu d e  the 
head o f  the  USAID .

Potential w in for the p o o r The d ire c tive  cou ld  
enhance the  U.S. c o n tr ib u tio n  to  m e e tin g  the  
M D G s, a set o f  ta rge ts  to  reduce w o rld  poverty. •
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LOVING INSTEAD OF TAKING

..
(r i£ b t)a h d ^ /o ll i  n te ^ r  T tis h a R  

B E LO W : C h aris m a 'S  g ift  ba

World Vision supports a m inistry that helps women escape the sex industry.

h o rtly  a fte r Her b ir th  to  a 
B  teenage p ro s titu te  in  N ew  

D e lh i, Ind ia , T iffa n y  B luhm  
was a b andoned  on  th e  d o o r­
s tep  o f  an o rphanage . A t th e  
age o f  2, she was ado p te d  by 
an A m e rica n  fa m ily  and g rew  

B  up  in C heha lis , W ash.
Such a d ra m a tic  change 

in fo r tu n e s  led T iffany, n ow  
23, to  th e  c o n v ic tio n  th a t she w as rescued 
to  becom e  a rescuer. "N o th in g  breaks m e 
up  m o re  th a n  a w o m a n  n o t k n o w in g  her 
va lue ,”  she says. “ To th in k  th a t th e re  is 
so m e  teenage g ir l o r  so m e  s in g le  m o m  
o r  so m e  e lde rly  gal n o t k n o w in g  she is 
a be loved d a u g h te r o f  th e  K ing— it  ju s t 
tea rs  m e  u p .”

A s a p a s to r a t Life Center, a large 
ch u rch  in  Tacom a, W ash., she began 
a m in is try  to  s tr ip p e rs , C ha rism a , and

an o th e r to  p ro s titu te s , ca lled Esteem. 
W estern  W ash in g to n  is th e  th ird -h ig h e s t 
reg ion  in  th e  n a tio n  fo r  p ro s titu t io n , and 
th e  w o m e n ’s needs— disease, depres­
s ion , and fear— are in tense . B ut a fte r 
h ea ring  a se rm o n  a b o u t th e  c h ild ren  o f  
Israel co n q u e rin g  th e  P rom ised  Land, 
T iffa n y  was conv inced  th a t th e  H o ly  S p irit 
was a ssu rin g  he r th a t th e  e n o rm o u s  cha l­
lenges w o u ld  be ove rcom e.

O nce  a m o n th , T iffa n y  and a b o u t 12 
fem a le  C harism a vo lun tee rs  board a m in i­
bus and head o u t to  som e o f  th e  s tr ip  
c lubs  in th e  reg ion. They take  w ith  th e m  
p in k  bags s tu ffed  w ith  soap and o th e r to i­
le tries su p p lie d  by W orld  V is io n  to  hand 
o u t, a lo n g  w ith  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t h ow  
th e  s tr ippe rs  can co n ta c t th e  m in is try  to  
ge t fu r th e r s u p p o rt. “ They are so used to  
peop le  w a lk in g  in and ta k in g  fro m  th e m —  
tak ing , tak ing , ta k in g ,”  says T iffany. “ We

are w a lk in g  in and saying, ‘T h is  is a g if t  in 
Jesus' nam e, and w e love y o u .'”

As w o m e n  co n ta c t C ha rism a  and 
Esteem  a lm o s t da ily  seeking  he lp , they 
are pa ired w ith  m e n to rs  w h o  counse l the  
g ir ls , share th e  gospe l, c o n n e c t th e m  w ith  
o th e r s u p p o rt services, and he lp  th e m  
escape th e  sex industry.

Today, chu rches all ove r th e  co u n try  
co n ta c t T iffa n y  fo r  advice a b o u t s e tting  
up  s im ila r  m in is tr ie s . I t  re m in d s  he r o f  
th e  m essage a b o u t th e  P rom ised  Land. 
She senses th e  Lord re m in d in g  her: 
Tiffany, the Prom ised Land wasn’t  a city, 
i t  was a na tion . #
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WHY I LOVE BEING A CHILD SPONSOR
ANGELA BARKER, ELON.N.C.

W hile attending a C asting  C row ns concert, a g roup  
fro m  m y chu rch  fe lt com pe lled  to  s p o n so r a ch ild .
I was vo ted  to  ge t th e  ch ild  packet to  take back to  
th e  g roup . I c o u ld n ’t  p ronounce  th e  c h ild ’s nam e, 
so I gave h im  th e  n icknam e “ E lvis”  due  to  the  
spe lling . Everyone th o u g h t th a t was a coo l nam e. 
T hen som eone  looked  c loser and d iscovered th a t 
th e  ch ild  was in  fa c t a g irl, so she was deem ed 
“ Eve." Later, I fe lt th e  Lord speaking  to  m e abou t 
persona l sponso rsh ip . M y son, Jacob, had always 
w an ted  a b ro th e r s ince he is an o n ly  ch ild , b u t I am  
unab le  to  have m o re  ch ild ren  due to  cancer. I w e n t 
back to  th e  W orld  V is ion  tab le  and asked th e  lady 
to  he lp  m e  f in d  a boy th e  sam e age as m y son. She 
looked feverish ly  th ro u g h  all the  fo lde rs . She picked 
up  a fo ld e r and said, “ W h a t a de lig h tfu l ch ild , and 
you ju s t have to  love h is nam e.”  I to o k  th e  fo ld e r 
fro m  her. H is  nam e was Elvis. H o w  m uch  m ore

va lid a tio n  d id  I need to  know  th is  
was o u r  ch ild  to  s p o n so r and care 
fo r?  O u r  C od  is tru ly  am az ing . 0

W h y  d o  yo u  lo ve  b e in g  a ch ild  
sp o n so r?  W r ite  th e  e d ito rs  a t 
wvmagazine@woridvision.org.

PURE GENIUS

FIND ONLINE
This month, at worldvisionmagazine.org, 
read stories o f  people making a difference 
fo r the world’s children, including:

Liquid Refreshment
After learning about the 
desperate need for clean 
water around the world, 
retired teacher Gerald 
Knipfel, 75, from Bristol, 
Ind., decided he must act. 
Not content Just to donate 

money to World Vision for a new well, he traveled to 
Niger to help choose the village location for it. The 
journey involved flying in a small plane through a 
violent storm and enduring rough roads and tem­
peratures above 100 degrees.

Eye-Opening 
Experience
Every year, thousands of 
young Americans partici­
pate in World Vision's 30 
Hour Famine, where they 
fast for 30 hours to raise 
money to help the poor 

and hungry. High school senior Katie Quinn, from 
Medfield, Mass., got to see how some of the money 
she raised was used in Bolivia.

A Beautiful 
Challenge
Amputee Paul Marlin 
believes that being faced 
with a major personal 
challenge is one of the 
most beautiful things 
that can happen in your 

life. That's why he joined Team World Vision to 
participate in the Comrades Marathon—a grueling 
56-mile race In South Africa, where he was cheered 
on by his sponsored child. 0

D uring trips to  A frica  and A sia , B rit ish  s c ie n tis t Dr. P h ilip  S ou te r w as appa lled  to  see 
peop le  d r in k in g  w a te r fro m  p o llu te d  sources. H e  w onde red  i f  c ity  w a te r-tre a tm e n t 
p rocesses m ig h t be adapted  in im p o v e rish e d  v illages . H e  en v is io n e d  a sachet o f

a bucke t o f  f i lth y  w ater, m a k in g  it  safe to  
d r in k . P h ilip  pe rsuaded h is em ployer, 
P roc te r &  G am b le , to  le t h im  exp lo re  it. 
The  re su lt is PUR (p ro n o u n c e d  “ p u re ") .
A  s in g le  packet c o s tin g  3.5 cen ts  can be 
s tirre d  in to  a bucke t o f  d ir ty  water, caus ing  
c o n ta m in a n ts  to  c lu m p  to g e th e r and 
th e n  be rem oved  by s tra in in g . Tests show  
PUR can rem ove  m o re  th a n  98 pe rcen t 
o f  h a rm fu l m e ta ls , bacteria , parasites, 
v iruses, and  w o rm s . W o rld  V is io n  used 
PUR d u r in g  recen t cho le ra  e p id e m ic s  in 
H a iti and Z im b a b w e , e n a b lin g  hun d re ds  
o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  peop le  to  get safe 
d r in k in g  w ater. 0

a b o u t P U R  at 
worldvisionmagazine.org.
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I t qKENYA’ t  VALL  ̂ RIW° i “ AS G0N

RIVER TO FETCH WAt I r 'NEARLY EVERY DAY SINCE SHE WAS 7

DAILY I II ■  llll n  I — III II I II I FOR THB 23?YEAR?0LDM 0TH ER OF

T H R E S 4K A i*b sT A N Z A ^ T A Y E D  WITH SABINA FOR 2 4  HOURS, RECORDING

EVERYjMOMENT OF HER DAY AND NOTING THE USETOF WATER AND TIME



3 P.M.
W H E N  I ARR IV E AT SABINA’S H O M E  in Chepkobegh 
(pronounced Chepkobay), introductions are quick. Sabina is 
busy. It is lunchtime, and she has roasted maize over coals for 
her husband, Jacob, their three young daughters, and Philip, 
a nephew who lives w ith the family. As Sabina scuttles about 
the family’s perfectly swept, immaculately kept grounds, 
I peek into her water container. The plastic jug is almost 
empty, the bottom covered in sand.

I ask if she boils her water. “We know we should do it, but 
we don’t,” she says. ‘W ith  all the work to do, there is no time 
to boil it, so we just drink it the way it is.” Over the next 24 
hours, I will see that’s true. But it’s a big chance to take—nine 
people in the area have recently died of cholera.

Jacob, 35, is a Pokot farmer who raises livestock. He drinks 
a cup of the dirty brown water, and then another. The water 
jug is empty. It is time to get more.

Damaris, 5, the couple’s oldest girl, eyes me with interest. 
I ask if she knows about the United States. She tells me yes— 
the bags of food aid that come to this area are stamped “USA.”

3:50 P.M.
We leave to get water. Sabina stops at her friend Christina’s 
house to deposit her 7-month-old baby, Dorcas, w ith 
Christina’s daughter, Mary, 12. It is too hard to carry both a 
baby and water on her back. We begin to walk through ter­
rain that looks and feels like Arizona. The wind is hot. The 
ground is dry and thorny, but it sparkles with quartz and mica 
in the afternoon sun.

Our translator, Priscillah Lotukomoi, who has worked 
with World Vision for a decade, is also Pokot, and she helps 
me understand the context of the area. She calls a dried-up 
river “a cholera pond.” We pass another cholera pond on our 
walk to the river. It is surrounded by animal hoof prints, and 
just a few feet away are dishes and a water container.

4:45 P.M.
We reach the river. The quiet crunch of our feet over rocky 
ground is drowned out by new sounds—the rush of water and 
a cacophony of creatures as hundreds of cows, sheep, and 
goats mill about, mooing and bleating. Sabina and Christina

■ ,Sadcoutinued on page 17

As Sabina scuttles about the family’s 
perfectly swept, immaculately kept 

grounds, I peek into her water container. 
The plastic jug is almost empty.
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COUNTERCLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: 
Meals, housekeeping, and caring for 
children (Winnie, 2 , and Dorcas, 7 
months) are reasons why Sabina yearns 
for clean, convenient water—the kind 
she's seen only in the hills of Lelan.
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—continued from page 14

first scrub their water jugs to get the dirt out. Then they 
scoop out a new hole near the river. It is important to dig 
a new hole; cows, goats, and sheep drink from the river 
throughout the day. There are goat droppings and cow pies 
everywhere. At night, gazelle, dik-dik antelope, and wild dogs 
come to get water.

Girls are washing in the river before they get water for

World Vision

DON'T LET HER TAKE 
THE CHANCE OF DRINKING

DIRTY WATER

FACING PAGE: Sabina and her 
neighbors scoop water from a 
hole near the river. LEFT: The 
women rope heavy barrels onto 
the ir backs fo r the hour-long 
walk home.

Dm bushes. Priscillah tells me that fetching water 
ry season is even more challenging. Community 
ly have to dig down as far as 30 feet to get water, 
ito the hole and hand jugs up to the women. The 
ig. It can take seven hours to get water. Only one 
lade instead of the usual two, so the women carry 
s—doubling their load. “The dry season is a time 
res,” says Priscillah.

stop for a quick rest in the shade. Christina 
tree from which she picked leaves last month to 
lily. Now the leaves are too hard to eat, she says, 
the earth. “Sometimes you can find rubies, and 
'ou can find gold,” she says. But Priscillah says 
kobegh, rubies and gold do not make people rich, 
e a ruby for a bag of flour,” she says. “They’ll take 
[$1.25] for gold.”

t Sabina’s home. Sabina takes her crying baby 
ina’s daughter, Mary. Dorcas nurses hungrily, 
■abina picks vegetables for cooking.
: prepares the meal, I talk with Jacob. Sabina’s hus- 
handsome man with a smile that could sell tooth- 

; eyes of a dreamer. He says he has seven goats and 
ive sheep, and a chicken. He also has three cows, 
s drought forced him to move them to his sister’s 
th  Pokot, near Uganda. It took three days to walk 
knew the cows wouldn’t  have survived here, 
talks, Sabina multi-tasks, boiling her dishware 

hot water she will use to cook her vegetables— 
1 pumpkin leaves. She uses three cups to cook 
;h-like porridge made from maize flour.

1 cooking. There is no such thing as fast food in a 
n’s life. She can’t microwave last night’s leftovers 
izza. Sabina washes the pumpkin leaves in one- 
ips of water, singing to the baby to calm her crying 
; the baby on a mat, she grabs an axe to chop more 
,e sun has disappeared from the sky. With no elee- 
trk but for the fire Jacob has made outside the hut.
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Sabina weighs about 
100 pounds. The 

water on her back 
weighs 70 pounds.
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Every day, nearly  4 ,0 0 0  c h ild ren  d ie  as a re su lt o f  
d r in k in g  unsafe  water. W a te rbo rne  d iseases like  ty p h o id  

and  cho le ra  are th e  second -lead ing  cause o f  c h ild  dea th  

w o rld w id e .

You can he lp  W orld  V is io n  d r il l w e lls , deve lop  w a te r 
sto rage system s, and p u rify  e x is ting  w a te r sources. 

W hen  a c o m m u n ity  has access to  clean water, its  ch ild  
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A nd  i f  you g ive  now, w hen  c o m b in e d  w ith  g ra n t funds , 

your gift triples to  b r in g  m o re  clean w a te r to  A frica .

first scrub their water jugs to get the dirt out. Then they 
scoop out a new hole near the river. I t is important to dig 
a new hole; cows, goats, and sheep drink from the river 
throughout the day. There are goat droppings and cow pies 
everywhere. At night, gazelle, dik-dik antelope, and wild dogs 
come to get water.

Girls are washing in the river before they get water for 
their families. They bathe downstream, and the men bathe

—continued from page 14
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—continued from page 14

first scrub their water jugs to get the dirt out. Then they 
scoop out a new hole near the river. It is important to dig 
a new hole; cows, goats, and sheep drink from the river 
throughout the day. There are goat droppings and cow pies 
everywhere. At night, gazelle, dik-dik antelope, and wild dogs 
come to get water.

Girls are washing in the river before they get water for 
their families. They bathe downstream, and the men bathe 
upstream. The girls bathe in groups. It’s safer this way.

5 P.M.
After 20 laborious minutes of scooping sand and pouring 
water into their jugs, the women are finished. Christina takes 
a long drink from the cup she’s used to fill her buckets. Sabina 
washes herself in the river, modestly pulling up her skirt to 
wash her feet and ankles. Then she loads the water jug on 
her back by lying down on a thin rope attached to the jug, 
strapping it to her shoulders, and standing up. Sabina weighs 
about 100 pounds. The water on her back weighs 70 pounds. 

We head back to Sabina’s home, up the path of sparkling

FACING PAGE: Sabina and her 
neighbors scoop water from a 
hole near the river. LEFT: The 
women rope heavy barrels onto 
the ir backs fo r the hour-long 
walk home.

rocks and thorn bushes. Priscillah tells me that fetching water 
during the dry season is even more challenging. Community 
members may have to dig down as far as 30 feet to get water. 
Men climb into the hole and hand jugs up to the women. The 
waits are long. It can take seven hours to get water. Only one 
trip can be made instead of the usual two, so the women carry 
more buckets—doubling their load. “The dry season is a time 
of miscarriages,” says Priscillah.

5:20 P.M.
The women stop for a quick rest in the shade. Christina 
points out a tree from which she picked leaves last month to 
feed her family. Now the leaves are too hard to eat, she says. 
She surveys the earth. “Sometimes you can find rubies, and 
sometimes you can find gold,” she says. But Priscillah says 
that in Chepkobegh, rubies and gold do not make people rich. 
“They’ll trade a ruby for a bag of flour,” she says. “They’ll take 
100 shillings [$1.25] for gold.”

6 P.M.
We arrive at Sabina’s home. Sabina takes her crying baby 
from Christina’s daughter, Mary. Dorcas nurses hungrily. 
Afterward, Sabina picks vegetables for cooking.

While she prepares the meal, I talk with Jacob. Sabina’s hus­
band is a tall, handsome man with a smile that could sell tooth­
paste and the eyes of a dreamer. He says he has seven goats and 
seven kids, five sheep, and a chicken. He also has three cows, 
but last year’s drought forced him to move them to his sister’s 
home in North Pokot, near Uganda. It took three days to walk 
there, but he knew the cows wouldn’t have survived here.

While he talks, Sabina multi-tasks, boiling her dishware 
in the same hot water she will use to cook her vegetables— 
cowpeas and pumpkin leaves. She uses three cups to cook 
ugali, a dough-like porridge made from maize flour.

7 P.M.
Sabina is still cooking. There is no such thing as fast food in a 
Pokot woman's life. She can’t microwave last night’s leftovers 
or call for pizza. Sabina washes the pumpkin leaves in one- 
and-a-half cups of water, singing to the baby to calm her crying. 
Then, setting die baby on a mat, she grabs an axe to chop more 
firewood. The sun has disappeared from the sky. With no elec­
tricity, it is dark but for the fire Jacob has made outside the hut.

W O R L D  V I S I O N P A G E  17 • S P R I N G  1 0  11



FACING PAGE: Using a few 
gallons of water sparingly, Sabina 

washes the children in the same 
water used to wash their clothes. 

She also chops and hauls 
firewood. Finally, a night's rest.

7:50 P.M.
Sabina finally feeds her children the cooked vegetables and 
ugali. Jacob pours a cup of tea and tells me his story. As a boy, 
he loved school. But when he was in second grade, everything 
changed.

“There was a great famine. My father was dead,” he says. 
“My uncle said, “We m ust take the animals to Uganda.’ ” 
Jacob cared for the cows there for two years and came back 
to Kenya for third and fourth grades. But then another famine 
hit, and Jacob went back to Uganda until 1993. “I never went 
to school after that.”

School is a sensitive subject for Jacob. “I was first in the 
class. If it were not for the cows, I could have been somebody. 
My children must go to school.”

Sabina finishes sweeping the kitchen, washes the chil­
dren’s plates, and then pours water from a tea kettle over 
Jacob’s outstretched hands so he can wash before he eats.

8:30 P.M.
Sabina eats a quick dinner and takes the children into the 
sleeping hut. Jacob follows. Soon it is quiet. The silence 
makes me happy. Sabina is finally resting. I did not see her sit 
down all day.

5:45 A.M. THE NEXT MORNING 
Sabina comes out of the hu t and begins to sweep and sing, 
her only light from the stars above. She washes her hands 
and legs w ith the water that’s left. Then she starts boiling 
w ater for tea. At 6:30, the family begins to emerge from the 
hut. First is Damaris, who sits next to the smoky oven in the 
cooking hut, then Jacob. Sabina milks the goats right into the 
tin cups she’ll use to serve the family tea.

7 A.M.
The small water container is empty and there are just 13 
pounds of water left in the 57-pound bucket. W ith practiced 
prudence, Sabina washes the four children, using the same 
bowl of soapy water to clean their clothes and scrub their 
little bodies. Then she feeds the children their breakfast, last 
night’s ugali mixed w ith tea and goat’s milk. Jacob goes off to 
the garden to brush his teeth w ith a stick.

8 A.M.
I check the water jug. It is empty. Sabina straps on her orange 
jug, grabs the smaller yellow jerry can, and departs to get 
water. Along the way, she tells me about her childhood. 
Getting water for her family is an early memory. “I also cared 
for the animals,” she says. “This [and fetching water every 
day] denied me the chance to go to school.”

Lack of education still stings. “I have seen people who go 
to school do well and get jobs, and I feel bad that I could not 
go to school.”

In Pokot culture, fetching water is a daughter’s responsi­
bility. “I am the first daughter, so I had to assist the family in 
getting water,” Sabina says.

9:40 A.M.
We begin the hour-long walk back home. I feel guilty not car­
rying any water. Every woman I’ve spoken to tells me how 
much it hurts. I know the only way I can comprehend the 
feeling will be to carry water myself, which I will do several 
days later. I t is then that I will discover how painful it is, how 
the thin ropes cut into a woman’s shoulders and how any 
slight incline on the path looms like Mt. Everest when you 
are carrying 70 pounds of water. I will have to scale a chest- 
high wooden gate that Sabina had to surmount through three 
pregnancies—including the days she gave birth.





10:40 A.M.
Arriving home, Sabina picks up the baby, and Winnie grabs 
her mother’s skirt, whimpering. The children miss her when 
she’s gone. She sits, for the first time that day, to breastfeed 
Dorcas. Then she hands the baby to Damaris and goes back 
to work, sharpening her machete. She walks off to fetch 
firewood, returning a few minutes later with a load of wood 
strapped to her back.

Sabina’s stove needs to be rebuilt every time she uses it, 
using dirt from the garden. She packs the dirt around the sides 
of the stove; it will harden as the stove warms. Then she starts 
to cook and uses most of a small jerry can to clean the dishes.

12 P.M.
Sabina moves between washing clothes outside and the cook­
ing hut, ensuring the ugali isn’t  burning. After she dresses the 
girls, they play happily in the yard w ith a grasshopper.

1:25 P.M.
Sabina sings, her voice high and strong as she moves to and fro: 
“If we follow the words in the Bible, we will receive eternal 
life.” Sabina is a song leader for her church, and she says sing-

“Faith gives me hope for 
the future and gives me 
encouragement to help 

my family.”

ing strengthens her faith. “Faith gives me hope for the future 
and gives me encouragement to help my family,” she says.

Jacob arrives with the goats, and Sabina gives them water. 
She feeds corn to the chicken, wringing off the kernels with 
a sharp twist. The goats try to eat the chicken’s corn and she 
shoos them away. Jacob watches and smiles.

2 P.M.
In the past 23 hours, Sabina has rested for only 12 minutes, 
except for when she was sleeping. Before she departs again 
to gather water, I ask her to sit so that we can talk.

She reveals a life-altering experience. Three years ago,
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she visited relatives in a place called Lelan, not far from 
Chepkobegh, w hich has a plentiful water supply. To Sabina, 
it felt like another world. People had water taps in their yards 
and could simply turn  a handle to get water whenever they 
needed it. She walked from yard to yard, amazed. “I never 
knew there were places that weren’t  like [here],” she says. 
“Once I was there, I didn’t want to come back.”

Sabina’s confession is remarkable for a woman so com­
pletely committed to her family. Seeing others w ith access to 
water made her start asking questions: W hy was her life dif­
ferent and much more difficult than her relatives’ in Lelan? 
Our 24 hours together end w ith this question.

POSTSCRIPT
Sabina will have clean, accessible water. Since 2006, World 
Vision has been working to pipe water to the 68,000 people 
in Sabina’s region (read about the making of this extensive 
water project in “Muruny Miracle,” page 22). Soon, the ben­
efits will reach Sabina and Jacob.

Sabina and Jacob learned about the water project at 
church. The pastor asked them  to pray for success of the proj­
ect, and they have. Jacob said that families were also asked 
to contribute the equivalent of $6—a fortune to Jacob and 
Sabina, but they did so gladly.

“I was so happy, because water is so scarce,” he says. 
“W ater will make our lives better. It will relieve my wife from 
the distance of walking, especially when she’s pregnant. We 
will be able to bathe at home instead of going to the river.” 

Jacob mentions the health benefits. “The water we drink 
is from the river and full of disease. Once the [clean] water is 
there, typhoid will be reduced. My children won’t  get sick. 
Damaris has had typhoid three times; Winnie, once.”

Water will also benefit the community, Jacob says. “The 
economy will improve. We face so much starvation, and 
water will help us grow crops to sell.”

Sabina focuses on changes in her life—and her daughters’. 
“One thing I will [be able] to do is save time, the time I used to 
get water. I’ll be able to prepare a kitchen garden. We’ll have 
vegetables to eat. And I will no longer have the back pains I 
have now due to carrying the water. The girls will have the 
chance to go to school and do their homework. And most 
of all, the girls’ lives will change in terms of getting married. 
Most of the girls are married off because the families need 
someone to get water for the family.”

After spending a day with Sabina, I now understand what 
clean water means to Pokot women: disease-free water for 
drinking, cooking, and cleaning; private bathing and better 
sanitation; and plenty of extra time for family. Clean water 
will bring the life Sabina thirsts for—within her reach. •

JVr. ON THE WEB
Read and share this story, watch a video of Kari Costanza 
carrying water, and find out how you can help provide 
clean water at worldvisionmagazine.org.

4 WATER, WOMEN, 
AND TRADITION

The time-consuming search fo r clean w ater has 
fed harm fu l trad itio n a l practices a m o n g  th e  Pokot. 
G irls  as young  as 12 are forced in to  m arriage, in 
part fo r w ater-g a th erin g  duty. “ M e n  w a it fo r girls 
at w a te r p o in ts ,” says W o rld  V is io n 's  Priscillah  
Lotukom oi. “They pick th e m  up and p u t th e m  over 
th e ir  shoulders. They m ake th e m  th e ir  w ives." The  
abducted girls leave th e ir  w a te r containers by th e  
riverside, and w hen th e ir  m o th ers  fin d  th e m , they  
know  it is to o  late— th e ir daughters are gone.

W orld  V ision has w orked to  stop the  practice  
o f  forced m arriage am o n g  th e  Pokot, establishing  
rescue centers fo r girls w ho  m anage to  escape. S ta ff 
also addressed a related issue: fem ale  circum cision, 
also known as fem ale genital m utila tion  o r F G M , 
which is done to  prepare a girl fo r m arriage.

Priscillah describes this Pokot trad ition  as a 
m usic-filled celebration th a t culm inates w ith a pain­
ful, life-changing cut. “ M an y  people com e. It  is done  
outside. O ld  w o m en  do it. T here  is no anesthesia. 
(The girl] is not supposed to  show  pain. I f  you cry, 
it brings sham e to  the  family. Fathers com e w ith  
spears. They spear the  crying girls instead o f  letting  
th e m  live w ith  the  sham e o f  show ing em o tio n .” 
Later, the  procedure can cause com plications during  
childbirth— already difficu lt for girls as young as 15.

In 1996 , W orld V ision s ta ff saw  th a t girls were  
dro p p in g  ou t o f  school. “W e  asked com m u n ities  
why," says Priscillah. “They said, ‘[The girls] have to  
get m arried . They have to  be c ircum cised .’ " W orld  
V ision brought in m edical professionals to  talk  
ab o u t the  dangers o f  F G M  and the  benefits o f  e d u ­
cation for girls.

In tim e, the girls were able to  speak for th e m ­
selves. “ In 2003 , w e invited governm ent leaders and  
the  village chiefs to  listen,” says Priscillah. “A fter 
that, the  com m unity , local leaders, and governm ent 
officials led by the district co m m ission er said, 'N o  
m ore F G M . '"

W orld Vision also w orked w ith  the  w o m en  w ho  
conducted the  F G M  cerem onies, convincing 15 to  
leave the practice. Now, the w o m en  encourage teen  
girls to  becom e role m odels by getting an education  
and serving their villages.

N o t long ago, nearly every girl in this area o f  
Kenya was circum cised. A  2 0 0 8  evaluation showed  
a decline o f  75 percent. "N o w  girls are in secondary  
school," says Priscillah. •
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Lelan's landscape was changed by a '? 
man, David King'oo,(FACING PAGE), and 
a plan—a gravity-fed w ater scheme.



M U R U N Y  M I R A C L E
BY K A R I  C O S T A N Z A  | P H O T O S  BY J O N  W A R R E N

ONCE U P O N  A T I ME ,  T H E R E  W A S  A P LACE CALLED LELAN,  I N  K E N Y A ’S N O R T H E R N

R I F T  VALLEY. L E L A N  W A S  GREEN,  HILLY,  A N D  W E T  W I T H  RAI N .  THE M U R U N Y

RI V E R  S U P P L I E D  P L E N T I F U L  WA T E R  FOR THE P EOPLE OF LELAN.  B U T  THE VALLEY

B EL OW W A S  P A RC HE D A N D  DRY,  A N D  G E TT I NG WA T E R  W A S  A DAI LY N I G H T M A R E ,

C O N S U M I N G  BOTH T I M E  A N D  D R E A M S .  T H E N ,  A MI R A C L E  H A P P E N E D .  > > > > > > >

T his is the story of how passion, persistence, profes­
sionalism, and prayer changed a landscape and its 
people. It all started in 1996, when World Vision 
began a long-term development project for the 

Pokot people—farmers and livestock herders in the Chepareria 
valley of northwestern Kenya.

Initially, World Vision asked the community what they 
wanted for their children. The resounding answer was education. 
“Children would leam under trees,” says Priscillah Lotukomoi, 
World Vision’s sponsorship coordinator. Girls dropped out as 
early marriage was a common practice.

Through sponsorship, World Vision helped parents under­
stand that early marriage robbed girls of their promise. Funded 
by child sponsors, today there are 72 primary schools and nine 
secondary schools in the area—up from 12 primary schools 
and only two secondary schools in 1996. Literacy has doubled, 
and now many boys and girls graduate from high school. Some 
even go on to college.

By 2007, life was better for the Pokot people, but a World 
Vision assessment showed that one thing still stood in the way 
of community transformation: lack of water. “[With] no water in 
the schools and none in the community, it really jeopardized our 
efforts,” says Priscillah. Other agencies had tried water projects 
that failed, “so people were apathetic,” says David King’oo, a 
World Vision water engineer from Machakos, near Nairobi.

World Vision set out to address how to get water from the 
Muruny River in Lelan to the valley below. David knew that 
finding solutions would be difficult—maybe impossible— so
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“[The project] has 
strengthened un ity  

in the com m unity 
w ith  governm ent 

officials and other 
stakeholders. M uruny 

W ater Project has built 
relationships.”

— M o s e s  C h e p k o n g a

the first thing he did was pray.
Then he asked the community to help build a road. It took 

12 days. The road would get teams within a half-mile of the 
place where they would create an intake point—a concrete dam 
that would direct the Muruny River into a massive system of 
pipes carrying water to the valley.

The work began in September 2007. Long days turned into 
nights, and David would sleep near the intake point. Sometimes, 
says Moses Chepkonga, who directs World Vision’s work in 
the area, David would spend “sleepless nights sitting at the 
table, designing water plans.”

David wasn’t the only person working at full capacity. 
Teams of men and women carried hundreds of thousands of 
pounds of concrete and pipe all over Lelan. Each 880-pound, 
galvanized iron pipe took 10 people to haul. The concrete 
workers planted what David refers to as “a forest of steel” into 
the intake to make it secure.

It took an entire year to complete an underground section 
of pipe a mere two miles long. “The terrain is so bad. It was 
just terrible,” says David, overlooking the green hill. “But we 
had to make sure the pipes wouldn’t slide away.” Workers car­
ried and sunk 300 pipes into the earth in what David calls “the 
hardest part of the project.” In all, 264,000 pounds of pipe run 
through the two-mile section alone—weighing as much as two 
steam locomotives.

But nature was not kind. Workers had to wade into the cold 
river to build the intake dam. To warm the workers between 
brief stints in the water, “we built a big bonfire,” says David.

Other times, heavy rains would cause the river to swell and 
turn on the workers. “We would lay concrete, and after 10 minutes, water would come, 
and everything would be swept away,” says David. “Many times I used to run to the 
bush to pray and to cry, especially when the water would come and strip away what we 
had done. Those were bad moments for me, but now I have forgotten all that. I rejoice 
in the Lord, for it was done.”

Cold water, heavy pipes, and poor roads were not the greatest challenge David faced. 
Local people asked him to make an animal sacrifice to their gods to ensure the project’s 
success. This was something the passionate but gentle David King’oo could not do. 
Instead, he prayed. As he prayed, the project advanced. As the project advanced, the 
people quieted. David says it happened because World Vision staff never swayed from 
their Christian beliefs and did everything in love. The project, he says, “planted the 
word of God. People have realized that with God, things can work.”

Men and women who worked on the project watched God work through David. 
Shadrach Pkukat, 38, is on the line repair team, a group of 12 men and women on call 24/7 to 
fix broken pipes. “David said God is able when we said this couldn’t happen,” Shadrach says. 
“He doesn’t get tired. He is a tough old man.”

The combination of faith and perseverance was necessary for success. When the project 
is completed within a year, 50 miles of pipe will run from Lelan to the valley, and 68,000 
people will walk less than a kilometer (.62 of a mile) for water. Some used to walk for miles 
several times a day to get water from dirty water sources—breeding grounds for typhoid 
and cholera. Today, waterborne diseases are declining, says Moses. “The number of people 
visiting health centers because of typhoid, cholera, and diarrhea has gone down.”

And new cooperation has emerged. “It’s a project that has brought unity,” says 
Moses. “It has strengthened unity in the community with government officials and other 
stakeholders. Muruny Water Project has built relationships,” he says.

' — continued on page 27
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—continued from page 24
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World Vision involved the church early on. “The church leaders have played their 
very key role,” says Moses. “Through the prayers, we got strength and energy. When 
we heard churches were praying for this project, we were energized.”

The project’s costs exceeded funding from child sponsorship, so the team reached 
out to private donors who gave more than $1 million. “We wouldn’t have been able to 
do much without the support that came from the donors from the U.S.,” says Moses.

Through the work on the water system, World Vision demonstrated that women 
could take leadership roles— a first for this community. Selina Sipoti, 40, a mother of 
four, is one of several women on the line patrol, working alongside men every day. 
“I couldn’t imagine doing this five years ago,” she says. Watching how World Vision 
invited women to participate in every aspect of the water project, Selina decided, “I 
want to beat the odds and be a woman with a man’s job.”

Women comprise a third of the members of the Water Users Association—the gov­
erning board that will take over the project from World Vision. “Women have now been 
accepted within the community as providers of good leadership, even apart from the 
water project,” says Moses. “The water project has broken the past history.”

The project also brought unity between the hill people of Lelan who had water and 
the people of the valley who did not. Daniel Siwanyang, 31, from Lelan, began laying 
pipes when the project began. “Working on the Muruny Water Project changed my life. I 
didn’t believe we could get water. Having worked on this project for four years, it is my 
great joy that these communities will get water,” says Daniel, who lives near the intake 
dam. His family already has water and will not benefit from the project.

Cheporwala Kadeke, who lives in the valley below, is experiencing the joy of clean 
water. The mother of three lives near one of the water kiosks. She used to worry about 
abduction when her daughter Nancy, 6, would go to fetch water. “When it’s late I 
[would] sometimes go to find her.”

Today, Cheporwala is free of fear. And her children, includ­
ing sponsored child Toroitich, 12, are free of waterborne dis­
ease. “While getting water from the river, they used to get sick 
all the time,” she says. “They used to get typhoid. We used to 
spend a lot o f money on medication.”

Good hygiene breeds good health. “The children can take 
full baths,” says Cheporwala. “They used to wash from their 
knees down, their faces, and their hands. Now they can wash 
everything, every day, and wash their uniforms.”

Cheporwala thinks her water use has doubled since the 
water kiosk opened. “Before, we drank very little,” she says.
“I would tell my children to be sparing with water. Now, they 
drink as much as they want.”

She gives credit to God. “1 can’t remember how many years 
we prayed, but I know it’s been a long time,” she says. “We 
trust in God. God answers prayers. We believed when we asked 
God to give us water, he would. Now I thank God and everyone 
who supported this project.”

Now that the water is flowing, the community is ready to take 
ownership. They tell Moses: “If you want to leave this area, we 
will confidently say, ‘Please go and help other needy people.’”

It is a fairytale ending to the story that began in 1996. People 
who lived in dire need for generations can soon invite World 
Vision to leave. With clean water just a short walk away, Pokot 
families are living their happily ever after. •

“We tru st in God.
God answ ers prayers. 
We believed when 
we asked God to 
give us water, he 
would. Now I thank 
God and everyone 
who supported th is 
project.”

— C h e p o r w a l a  K a d e k e



WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

LEARNING FROM POVERTY
A  F O R M E R  S P O N S O R E D  C H I L D  N O W  T E A C H E S  T H E  R I C H .

B
o rm e r s p o nso red  c h ild  Rea D o m o g h o  can ’t  w a it to  
go  to  sch o o l th is  year. B ut n o w  she ’s n o t th e re  to  
study, she ’ s the re  to  teach . Rea, 22, teaches physics 
and  m a th e m a tics  a t Bethany C h ild  D e ve lo p m e n t 
C enter— a p riva te  s choo l fo r  c h ild ren  o f  th e  a fflu e n t 
and fa m o u s  in Z a m boanga , a c ity  in th e  P h ilipp ines . 
Rea says th e re  is a sha rp  c o n tra s t betw een he r ow n  back­

g ro u n d  and th a t o f  he r s tu d e n ts . O n e  s tu d e n t has a da ily  a llo w ­
ance o f  500  pesos (a b o u t $11). To Rea, it 's  an a s to u n d in g  su m . “ I 
re m e m b e r th e  h a rd sh ip s  I w e n t th ro u g h  d u r in g  m y schoo l days, 
w hen  I had to  sell fo o d  and w o rk  to  earn m oney  to  s u p p o rt m y 
study. These s tu d e n ts , th e y  have e ve ry th in g .”

W hen  Rea w as g ro w in g  up, he r fa ther, N oe l, w as a sa w m ill 
o p e ra to r w h o  earned less th a n  $3 a day. H e  o ften  w e n t m o n th s  
w ith o u t g e tt in g  regu la r w o rk . To m ake ends m eet, he and Rita,

Rea’s m o the r, w o u ld  do  m en ia l jo b s  to  p rov ide  fo r  th e ir  fa m ily ’s 
needs and s u p p o rt th e  ed u ca tio n  o f  th e ir  th re e  c h ild ren . Rita 
w ashed la u n d ry  fo r  w e ll- to -d o  ne ighbors  and so ld  hom em ade  
rice  cakes.

I t  he lped th a t a t th e  age o f  4, Rea becam e a sponsored  ch ild . 
“ I w as always excited every t im e  schoo l s ta rted , because W orld  
V is io n  gave m e lo ts  o f  new  th in g s ,”  she says. “ I had new  no te ­
books, new  pens, new  bags, a new  u n ifo rm , and new  shoes.”

A ll th e  sam e, Rea d id  n o t s im p ly  rely on  th e  g o o d w ill o f  o th ­
ers; she ra ised extra cash fo r  schoo l p ro jec ts  and bus fare  by 
se llin g  he r m o th e r 's  rice  cakes to  c lassm ates. A las, i t  p roved an 
u n re liab le  sou rce  o f  in co m e . “ I d id  n o t earn every day because 
so m e  o f  m y c lassm ates  w o u ld  p ro m is e  to  pay m e  th e  next day, 
b u t they d id  no t. I w as a lso  shy to  ask th e m  to  pay,”  Rea a d m its .

B u t w hen  tim e s  w ere  to u g h , Rea d rew  e n c o u ra g e m e n t fro m

T?Se4iardships Rea Domogho 
faced while growing up have 
given her a sense of gratitude.
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|  "LOOKING BACK, I FEEL 
|  SO BLESSED. GOD HAS 
I  PROVIDED ME WITH 
|  MANY OPPORTUNITIES.”

he r sponso r, an A us tra lian  nam ed  Sandra 
W a te rton , w h o  se n t re g u la r le tte rs, espe­
c ia lly  a t C h ris tm a s  and on  Rea’ s b irthday. 
Sandra urged Rea to  s tu d y  hard  and be­
lieve in  he r d ream s.

It w as a m essage Rea to o k  to  heart.
H e r d ream  was to  becom e a teacher, and 
u pon  g ra d u a tin g  h igh  schoo l, she w e n t to  
co llege, w o rk in g  a t a fas t-food  restau ran t to  
pay th e  b ills . The  p u n is h in g  schedule  drove 
Rea to  th e  p o in t o f  exhaustion . “ I g o t so 
th in  a t th a t tim e , like a ske le ton ,”  she says.

Fearing h e r hea lth  w o u ld  fa il c o m p le te ­
ly, Rea ap p lie d  fo r  a sch o la rs h ip  fro m  th e  
D e p a rtm e n t o f  Science and Technology. 
Passing th e  s ch o la rsh ip  exam  m e a n t her 
tu it io n  fees w ere  c o m p le te ly  pa id , and, 
w ith  som e  assis tance  fro m  W o rld  V is io n , 
Rea w as able to  s to p  w o rk in g  and  focus  
exclusive ly on  her s tud ies .

Even so, life  d id  n o t su d d e n ly  becom e

easy. Every sem ester, Rea had to  achieve 
m arks  above 85 p e rcen t in  a ll he r sub jects  
and was requ ired  to  m a jo r  in physics—  
one  o f  he r w eaker sub jects . “ I t  w as n o t 
really  m y fa vo rite  sub ject, b u t s ince  i t  was 
o ffe red , I g rabbed th e  o p p o rtu n ity . Later, I 
began to  like  it ,"  she says.

A fte r g radua tion , Rea started her cu rren t 
p o s itio n  a t Bethany and has been on  s ta ff 
the re  fo r  tw o  years. The th r ill o f  teach ing  
has n o t w o rn  off, and each year she looks 
fo rw a rd  to  reconnecting  w ith  he r s tudents. 
Nevertheless, she som e tim es  feels th a t 
th e ir  priv ileged background can be a s tu m ­
b lin g  b lock fo r  them . “ These students, 
they have everyth ing, b u t I p ity  th e m . T he ir 
m oney c a n n o t buy th e m  a fa m ily ’s love," 
she says. “W hen they c u t classes, th ro w  
ta n tru m s , o r  d is respectfu lly  answer back at 
m e, I try  to  understand  th e m ."

Rea says th e  ha rd sh ip s  she faced w h ile  
g ro w in g  up  have g iven her a deep sense 
o f  g ra titu d e  to  th o s e  w h o  s u p p o rte d  her 
a lo n g  th e  way. "L o o k in g  back, I feel so 
b lessed. C od  has p rov ided  m e  w ith  m any 
o p p o r tu n it ie s .”

N o b o d y  co u ld  be p ro u d e r o f  her 
d a u g h te r’s success th a n  he r m o the r, Rita. 
“ We are happy th a t G od  has b lessed us 
w ith  peop le  w h o  he lped  us d u r in g  those  
to u g h  tim e s ,”  she says. “ W o rld  V is io n  is 
one  o f  th e m . T h a t s u p p o rt has c o n tr ib u te d  
so m u ch  to  w h a t and w here  Rea is now ." •

O
>o
01o

see th e  e n v e lo p e  b e tw e e n  pag es 16 an d  17 o r  go  to  
w w w .w o rld v is lo n .o rg /R e a d a n d R e s p o n d .

ABOUT WORLD VISION
W H O  W E  ARE | W orld 
V is ion  is a C hris tian  h um an i­
ta rian  o rgan iza tion  dedicated to  
he lp ing  ch ild ren, fam ilies, and 
th e ir c o m m un ities  w orldw ide  
reach th e ir  fu ll po ten tia l by tack­
ling  the  causes o f  poverty and 
in justice .

W H O M  W E  SERVE | 
M otivated by ou r faith in Jesus 
Christ, we serve alongside 
the poor and oppressed—  
regardless o f  a person's religion, 
race, ethnicity, o r gender— as 
a dem onstration o f  C od ’s 
unconditional love fo r all people.

W H Y  W E  SERVE | O u r 
passion is fo r  the  w orld ’s poorest 
ch ildren whose suffering breaks 
the heart o f  God. To help secure 
a better fu tu re  fo r each child, we 
focus on lasting, com m unity- 
based transform ation. We 
partner w ith  ind ividuals and 
com m unities, em pow ering them  
to  develop sustainable access to  
clean water, food supplies, health 
care, education, and econom ic 
opportunities.

H O W  W E  SERVE | Since 
1950, W orld V ision has helped 
m illions  o f  children and fam ilies 
by p rovid ing emergency 
assistance to  those affected 
by natural disasters and civil 
conflict, developing long-term  
solutions w ith in  com m unities to  
alleviate poverty and advocating 
fo r justice on behalf o f  the poor.

Y O U  C A N  HEL P  |
Partnering w ith  W orld V ision 
provides tangible ways to  honor 
Cod and put faith in to  action. By 
working together, we can make 
a lasting difference in the lives 
o f  children and fam ilies w ho are 
struggling to  overcome poverty. 
To find ou t how you can help, 
v is it www.worldvision.org. •
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I N S P I R A T I O N

Surrendering Status
B Y  P A U L  B O R I H W I C K

In m y  c u ltu re , w e  p ride  ourse lves 
on  th e  idea th a t everyone is equal.

C onsequently, w e  have d iff ic u lty  app re ­
c ia tin g  th e  m a g n itu d e  o f  Jesus’ a c tion  

o f  “ m a k in g  h im s e lf  n o th in g ”  o r  “ e m p ty in g  
h im s e lf ’ o f  d iv in e  p riv ile g e  to  co m e  as a 
servant.

B ut a lit t le  w h ile  ago, I d iscovered  a w o n ­
de rfu l p ic tu re  o f  “ e m p ty in g ”  o r  lay ing  aside 
p riv ilege . I was in  Ind ia  in tro d u c in g  a course  
e n title d  “ C u ltu re , E thnic ity, and D ive rs ity ”  
to  a class o f  N epa li C h ris tian  leaders. Tanka 
Subedi was one  o f  several W orld  V is io n  s ta ff 
in  th e  class. H e  is a c o m m u n ity  deve lop ­
m e n t w o rk e r p ro m o tin g  hea lth  and hygiene 
in N epa li v illages. O n e  day, he w o re  a jersey 
fe a tu r in g  th e  im age o f  a to ile t. I t  ce lebrated 
th e  success o f  a sa n ita tio n  p ro je c t in one  
pa rtic u la r v illage. T he  ca p tio n  read: "W e are 
p ro u d  o f  hav ing  to ile ts  in o u r  h o m e s .”

I asked Tanka to  te ll m e  m ore , and he 
g raph ica lly  described  th e  to ile tin g  hab its  o f  
th e  v illage  befo re  th e  p ro jec t, and  he w e n t on 
to  exp la in  h ow  th e  p ro je c t had d ra m a tica lly  
decreased th e  inc idence  o f  d iseases like hep­
a titis  and in te s tin a l w o rm s , especia lly  a m o n g  
ch ild ren . H e  excla im ed, “A nd  n o w  you can 
go  to  th is  v illage  and ac tua lly  s it  on  th e  grass 
w ith o u t b e in g  co nce rned .”

Tw o days later, I was s u m m a r iz in g  a p o in t 
a b o u t id e n tity  to  th e  class, and I sa id, “ W hen  w e are ‘ in C h ris t,’ 
the re  is no  longe r h igh-cas te  B ra h m in  o r  low -caste  D a lit, s u p e rio r 
tr ib e  o r  in fe r io r  tr ib e , Jew o r  G en tile , p o o r o r  rich . In C hris t, w e are 
all equa l m em b e rs  o f  th e  sam e fam ily .”

I illu s tra te d  w ith  a story. In h is  book  Conversion, E. S tanley 
Jones— a s p ir itu a l c o n fid a n t o f  M a h a tm a  G andh i— te lls  o f  his 
experiences as an evangelis t in a C h ris tian  c o m m u n ity  in India. 
Everyone, in c lu d in g  th e  sweeper, en joyed one  day o f f  each week. 
The  sw eeper’s w o rk  inc luded  c le a n in g  th e  la trines , because th is  
w as befo re  th e  days o f  flu sh  to ile ts . Typically, o n ly  th e  “ u n to u c h ­

ab les”  w o u ld  to u c h  a jo b  like tha t.
“ B u t,”  w rite s  Jones, “ w e  each vo lunteered. 

O n e  day, I said to  a B rahm in  c onve rt w ho 
was h e s ita tin g  to  vo lun teer, ‘ B ro the r C., when 
are you g o in g  to  vo lu n te e r fo r  la trine  duty?’
H e  shook  h is head s low ly  and said, ‘ B ro ther 
Stanley, I’ m  converted , b u t I’m  n o t converted 
th a t far.’ ”  In  o th e r w o rds , I ’m  n o w  a fo llo w e r 
o f  C hris t, b u t I’ m  n o t ready to  e m p ty  m yse lf 
o f  th e  p riv ilege  and s ta tus I’ve becom e accus­
to m e d  to  as a B rahm in .

A fte r m y  story, som eone  im m ed ia te ly  
spoke up, “ D id  you know  th a t Tanka is 
B rahm in? ”

A fte rw a rd , I ta lked  w ith  Tanka a b o u t the  
irony  o f  be ing  bo rn  a h igh-caste  H in d u  and 
n o w  se rv ing  th e  p o o r in sa n ita tio n  w o rk . H e 
to ld  m e  th a t in  n in th  grade, he m e t a young  
C h ris tian  w o m a n . “ H e r behav io r cha llenged 
m e to  re th in k  m y be lie fs,”  he said. “ It was 
o b v io u s  th a t she was a hum b le , caring, 
s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  pe rson .”

Tanka c o n tin u e d : “ I never m e t anyone 
be fo re  like  her. A nd  I began to  th in k , W h a t is 
in he r life  th a t is in s p ir in g  her to  take  care o f  
everybody, regard less o f  re lig io n , caste, age, 
and e c o n o m ic  backg round?  It was th e n  th a t 
I dec ided  to  change m y fa ith  fro m  H in d u  to  
C h ris t ia n .”

Today, Tanka is n o t on ly  serving th e  poo r 
by oversee ing th e  b u ild in g  o f  p it  to ile ts , b u t he is even p roud  
to  advertise  th e  fac t by w ea ring  h is to ile t-m ile s ton e  jersey. I 
believe he is be co m in g  fu lly  converted  in to  th e  likeness o f  Christ. 
W henever I read th a t passage in P h ilipp ians  a b o u t Jesus em p ty ing  
h im s e lf o f  priv ilege, I w ill th in k  o f  Tanka and h is team . •

Paul B orthw ick  serves on  th e  s ta f f  o f  D e v e lo p m e n t A ssociates In te rn atio n a l 

(w w w .d a in tl.o rg ), w h ic h  m en to rs  C h ris tian  leaders a ro u n d  th e  w o rld . H e  

also  teach es  m iss io ns  a t  C o rd o n  C ollege in  W e n h a m , M a s s ., an d  is th e  

a u th o r o f  H our to  be a  W orld-C lass C h ris tian  an d  A  M in d  f o r  M issions.

“Your attitude should be 

the same as that o f  Christ 

Jesus: Who, being in 

very nature God, did not 

consider equality with God 

something to be grasped, 

but made him self nothing, 

taking the very nature 

o f  a servant...” 

P H IL IP P IA N S  2: 5-7
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IF  T H E Y  K E E P  Q U IE T ,  the  stones w ill cry out. Children at C lory  Church celebrate  

Palm Sunday w ith  song and dance. H ere  in Kasongom be, churches’ celebration o f  the  

trium pha l entry o f  the  King w ho  brings new  life is reinforced by life-saving w ork o f  another  

kind. In  an area w here m ore than  h a lf  the  population is affected by A ID S , th e  church  

stands as a bulwark against th e  disease. W orld Vision supports church team s to conduct 

A ID S-prevention education and care for the  sick and for orphaned children. The team s are 

equipped to  provide counseling, food, shelter, and access to  m edicine. A ID S  prevalence is 

declining, and the  stigm a associated w ith  the  disease is disappearing. In Kasangom be, the  

church shines a light in every dark corner. •
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IS THERE ROOM IN 
YOUR HEART

she’s a lone ly  o rphan  
w h o  struggles to  care fo r  

h e r youn ge r siblings. 
O r  a boy w h o  cries 

h im se lf to  sleep each 
n ig h t w ith  hunger. 

O r  maybe even a ch ild  
r is k  o f  dying fro m  a 
preven tab le  disease.

Is th e re  ro o m  in y o u r 
h e a rt to  spon so r 

a n o th e r  child? 
Please go on line  
n o w  and choose 

a ch ild  w h o  
needs y o u r  love, 

y o u r  prayers, 
and y o u r  

he lp  today.

Call 866-332-4453 

O r  r e tu r n  th e  c o u p o n .

World Vision’

SP O N SO R  A N O T H E R  C H ILD  NOW
□  I w an t to  sponsor a □  g irl □  boy □  e ith e r

□  C harge my $ 3 5  m onth ly  g ift to : □  V IS A  □  M aste rC ard  □  A m E x □  D iscover


